HAKbM   i^ttUWbLL,   Veronica scutellata L.

351. Marsh Speedwell, Veronica scutellata L. (X i); peren-
bial herb with decumbent slender glabrous stems rooting at the
lower nodes, growing in marshes and ditches; leaves opposite,

sessile (not " stalked),
lanceolate to almost lir^
ear, appearing almost*
entire, but really with
very minute and distant
teeth, glabrous, with the
nerves ascending from
the base; flowers in slen-
der racemes, each raceme
from alternating leaf-axils
(i.e., only one raceme at
each node); bracts much
shorter than the slender
thread-like flower-stalks;
sepals (A, X 1-J) 4, ovate,
3-nerved; corolla (B, x
li) pale pinkish-blue or
white, deeply 4-lobed;
stamens 2, inserted neaf
the base of the corolla;
anthers broadly ovoid;
ovary rounded, style
slender, with a capitate
stigma; capsule (C, x 11)
rounded, deeply notched,
reticulate, glabrous; seeds (D, X 3) quite flat and thin, rounded,
pale brown (family Scrophulariaceae).

A very striking and characteristic feature of this species is the
arrangement of the racemes, only one of which occurs at each
node, first on one^ide of the stem and then on the other. The
nearly entire leaves provide another good spotting character.
The species enjoys a very wide distribution, being found almost
all over Britain and right across the northern hemisphere,
including North America. It grows in marshes and ditches and
flowers during the summer.
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